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] ANTIQUES

A BURL WALNUT cabinet, circa
1670, with exquisite inlaid work
tricHT) is displayed in Grand &
Water Antiques. Water Street
~ isevow) runs parallel to the
harbor and is one of two main
streets in the Borough, a section
‘of Stonington, Connecticut,
where some houses date from
the 1700s. A vintage wooden
- whale sign (sELOW, BOTTOM),

Shopping Seaside

Stonington, Connecticut, is scenic, quaint, and full of furnishings and
accessories from the last four centuries

WRITTEN BY JILL CONNORS * PHOTOGRAPHED BY KELLY DAVIDSON

S THE BEAUTIFUL HARBOR ON LONG ISLAND SOUND
and the well-preserved Colonial, Federal, and
Greek Revival houses weren’t enough to compel a
person to spend time in Stonington, Connecticul,

there’s Lhe added appeal ol anliquing, Several shops within an
easy stroll of each other on Waler Street (plus a couple out -
lying spots that require a car) make it possible to find every-

thing from a 17th-century burl walnut cabinet to a mid-20th-

century Modern lamp, and still have time to grab a lobster

sandwich at Skipper’s Dock.
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ANTIQUES

DEBORAH HORMAN, owNER of Grand & Water Antiques, has had a shop in Stonington for 19 years. Her
inventory includes this 19th-century Copeland Spode teapot (Top micHT), priced at $125,

Those who fancy seeing the New England
eoast from the water can secure a mooring for
their yacht at Dodson Boatyard at the fool of
Water Street, walk up the hill to purchase a
firsL-edition copy of Chips off the Old Benehley,
and head back to the boat to enjoy the 1940s
humaor from the cockpil.

The heart of Stonington is “the Bor-
ough,” a small point of land about seven
blocks long with two primary streets, Water
and Main, running parallel to each other. Just
a few steps from the handsome 1900 stone
building that is the Stonington Free Library
in Wadawanuck Square, is Grand & Walter
Antigues (147 Water Street), where shop-
keeper Deborah Norman offers a carefully
edited selection. A 1670s burl inlaid “cabi-
net on stand™ is among the oldest pieces in
her inventory, while a pair of 19505 club chairs
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upholstered in gray flanne] represents Nor-
man’s appreciation for the modern, Norman
herself has an impressive antigues lineage:
Her great-grandmother wrote for The Mag-
azine Antigues in the 1920s, and her grand-
mother had an antiques shop in Norwich,
Connecticut, for many vears. Her own back-
ground includes a degree in American history,
decorative arts training at the Henry Francis
du Pont Winterthur Museum in Wilmington,
Delaware, and some 19 vears as an antiques
dealer in Stonington.

ny third location in Stonington,”
she says, showing a visitor a towering 1890s
letter eabinet with dozens of drawers, a piece
she saw in someone’s basement locally and
bought on the spot. “1 love the history side of
antigues, and Stonington is great for its his-
torieal environment.”
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SHIMMERING PIECES OF mother-of-pear] highlight a vintage metal, fish-shaped bottle opener (rop LEFT)
that is one of Norman's faverite small finds. Among the other unusual pieces at Grand & Water is the
1920s pierced brass hanging lantern (asove), priced at $450. It is reflected in an ornately framed mirror,
which sits next to a rescued vintage curved shutter,

Polhemus Savery DaSilva
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PERFECT YARD, NO M._M NTENANCE

SPORTS COURTS » SYNTHETIC GRASS « PUTTING GREENS » PLAY AREAS « PET TURF
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360sportsandsyngrass.com

Mo Watering, Mowing, Great for Kids Environmentally ¢ Looks Great
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POOL&P\T]O SPECIALISTS

Greater Boston's Largest Selection of Outdoor Furniture
375 PROVIDENCE HIGHWAY, WESTWODD

781-329-1222

We're easy to find. Exit 158, Rte. 1 South, off Rte. 128, 3/4 mile on right.
MONDAY - FRIDAY 10-6, SATURDAY 10-5, SUNDAY 12-5 POOLANDPATIOSPECIALISTS.COM

ANTIQUES

VINTAGE GILDED MIRRORS and a captivating
portrait rest atop a mantel in the upper room of
The Source, a shop owned by Barbara Lentz,
whose expertise includes 20th-century American
paintings and mid-20th-century furniture. A
lighted mirror (racinG PAGE, BoTTOM) that
reportedly belonged to Katharine Hepburn, who
was known for putting on her makeup outdoors,
and a mid-century vibrant orange Cappellini
chair (FACING PAGE, TOR) are also at The Source.

Although her shop is situated in the
heart of an old New England village, Nor-
man knows her younger clientele leans
Loward mid-century Modern objects these
days, so her back room includes a 19505
vignette complete with a 6G-foot-long
Leak-frame sofa outfitled with cushions in
period-style fabrie. To show eustomers the
joy of mixing periods, Norman rests a Vie-
torian birdeage atop an early 1900s tahle
and places a tall 19th-ecentury walnul card
table in the center of the room, noting that
it would make a great ki an.

“1 tell people they just need to trust
their instinets and release their worries
about evervthing being perfect,” says Nor-
man. “Thal’s what you see in great houses,
alot of trust and release,”

Another shopkeeper known for her
exquisite eve and good advice is Barbara
Lentz, owner of The Source (123 Water
Street), just a few storefronts down the
streel from Norman. Although this shop
just opened last December, Lentz has been
coming to Sto n since the 1970s and

» hias had 38 places over the years,
g art galleries in New York and

Florida, “Even when 1 had painting g
leries in New York City, I loved to come
Stonington,” she says, “There are so many




things about the village that I love — the
smells, sounds, everything."

Her shop is alive with paintings and
mid-century furniture and objects, such
as a vibrant orange 1950s chair and a large
painted makeup mirror that reportedly
onee belonged to actress Katharine Hep-
burn. Lentz says her Stonington custom-
ers are savvy aboul mixing periods, cit-
ing one 17th-century salthox house where
20th-century Georgia O"Keeffe paintings
grace Lhe walls, “Even people wilh beau-
tiful 18th-eentury furniture collections
want mid-ecentury pieces now,” She adds
that “it’s a trend that is driven by design-
ers everywhere,”

Next is Devon House (T2 Water Street),
ashop located on the site of an 1850s hard-
ware store, Here, tarm tables handerafted
from 17th- and 18th-century pine are the
specialty for shop owners Robert and Mar-
puerite Mead, who opened their antigues
business 11 years ago but switched emphasis
in serendipitous circomstances, “We used
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BiLowz ASSOCIATES, INC.
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www.bilowzassociates.com
BT 4215048

Distant Shore 50x50 Of on Canvas

FINE ART « FRAMING « RESTORATION }§

fror) is made from 18th-century oak floor
planks, and its legs from old cherry and
hickory; the 87-inch-long table is priced at
52,850, A folk art fish (apove) made from
salvaged pieces is priced at 5350, The shop on
Water Street specializes in repurposing old
wood inte made-to-order “antiques that it

Lo import antiques from England,” says
Rohert Mead, “but about eight years ago
we found ourselves with access to a sup-
ply of old barn wood, and we found erafts-
men to make pieces to order. 1 guess you
eould call them *antiques that fit.’ " They
fill & niche, he says, recalling the days when
customers would look at old furniture
with interest bul be dismayed Lhat a table
wasn't exactly the size Lhey needed., “Peo-
ple buying now, in their 30s and 40s, are
mixing Modern with antigue-looking, and
Lhey don’t care aboul following a formula.
They like the simple country look of these
farm tables.”

Rounding off the shop list is the by-
appointment-only showroom of Roberto
Freitas (156 Water Street). There is also
anticipation thal longltime Washington,
D.C., gallery owner Glenn Randall (more
recently the seller of famed Newport,
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GEMERAL INFORMATION
stoningtonboroughct.com
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1] Roberto Freitas of 138 Cherles Street, we're open 7 doys o week. Visit our collection before
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grandandwater.cam 617-227-1804 » www.danishcountry.net clso by oppointment. Flease co to confinm.
3] The Source
123 Water Street, 860-245-4449
4] Devon House

72 Water Street, 860-535-4452;
devonhousestonington.com

5] Rue Auber
65 Cutler Street, 860-501-3251 i
creatin
6] Antiques & Interiors QH iIRLOOMS
Route 1, 860-535-1017: Sl
antigues-and-intenors.com

Rhode Island, mansion Clarendon Court)
is establishing an antiques gallery at 145
Water Street.

Two other antiques sources lie a short
drive from Water Street. The owners of Rue
Auber Antiques (65 Cutler Street) no longer
keep regular shop hours but hold tent sales,
with great finds For the buying, on summer
Sundays. A couple of miles south on Route
l is Antiques & Interiors, a shop where
antigues and vinlage obhjects are arranged
in room-like settings.

Allin all, Stonington is a satistying
destination for antiques lovers, offering an
irresistible combination of shops, archi-
tecture, and a nostalgic glimpse into a New
England maritime village where maybe,
just maybe, you will find an ohject of your
heart’s desire. Trust and release. @
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